
Kentucky - December 2005: 
 
December began warm and wet. Temperatures averaged 39 degrees, 2 degrees below normal. High 
temperatures averaged from 43 in the West to 48 in the East. Lows averaged 31 degrees in West to 33 
degrees in East. Precipitation (liq. equ.) totaled 1.16 in. statewide which was 0.22 in. above normal. 
Precipitation totals ranged from a low of 0.03 in. at Mayfield to a high of 2.23 in. at Nolin Lake. 
Tobacco stripping was aided by the increased moisture and marketing remained active. Warm wet 
weather was beneficial for fall seeded small grain growth.  
 
The first full week of the month was very cold and dry. 
Temperatures averaged 27 degrees, 11 degrees below normal. High temperatures averaged from 34 in 
the West to 36 in the East. Lows averaged from 19 degrees in West to 23 degrees in East. The cold 
temperatures so far puts December 2005 on track to rank as the 8th coldest December on record for 
Kentucky, tied with 1903. Precipitation (liq. equ.) totaled 0.47 in. statewide which was 0.48 in. below 
normal. Precipitation totals ranged from a low of 0.20 in. at Cape Girardeau to a high of 0.72 in. at 
Lexington. Cold temperatures stressed livestock and farmers were kept busy feeding and caring for 
their herds. Freezing precipitation hampered taking grain and tobacco to market in some eastern and 
northern areas of the State. 
 
Dry weather continued as temperatures moderated some the second week. 
Temperatures averaged 35 degrees, 1 degree below normal. High temperatures averaged from 43 in the 
West to 41 in the East. Lows averaged from 30 degrees in West to 28 degrees in East. Precipitation 
(liq. equ.) totaled 0.65 in. which was 0.30 in. below normal. Precipitation totals ranged from a low of 
0.00 in. at Cumberland Gap to a high of 1.17 in. at Nashville. Farmers marketed grains, tobacco and 
livestock prior to the holidays. 
  
Cool, dry weather continued through the third week of the month. Temperatures averaged 33 degrees 
which was 1 degree below normal. High temperatures averaged from 42 in the West to 43 in the East. 
Lows averaged from 24 degrees in West to 24 degrees in East. Precipitation (liq. equ.) totaled 0.28 in. 
statewide which was 0.67 in. below normal. Precipitation totals ranged from a low of 0.00 in. at Bristol 
to a high of 0.70 in. at Williamstown. Livestock were in mostly good condition as winter feeding 
continued. Farmers were kept busy with routine chores and tobacco stripping. 
 
December finished with a very warm and mildly wet period as southerly winds dominated the final 
week of the year. Temperatures averaged 42 degrees, 10 degrees above normal. High temperatures 
averaged from 52 in the West to 50 in the East. Lows averaged from 34 degrees in the West to 35 
degrees in the East. Precipitation (liq. Equ.) totaled 0.42 in. statewide, 0.50 in. below normal. 
Precipitation totals ranged from a low of 0.00 in. at Quicksand to a high of 1.30 in. at Hardinsburg.  
 
Pasture became muddy with the increased moisture but warmer temperatures reduced livestock stress. 
Producers stripped tobacco and prepared to market grain and livestock prior to the New Year. 
 
December 2005 temperatures averaged 34 degrees, -1 degrees from normal.  
Precipitation (liq. equ.) for December totaled 2.20 in. statewide which was -1.85 in. from normal, 
precipitation totals ranged from a low of 0.61 in at Cape Girardeau to a high of 3.58 in at Hardinsburg. 


